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there was once a village bred by evil on the barren coast of cornwall england lived a community
who prayed for shipwrecks a community who lured storm tossed ships to crash upon the sharp
rocks of their shore they fed and clothed themselves with the loot salvaged from the wreckage
dead sailors tools and trinkets became decorations for their homes most never questioned their
murderous way of life then upon that pirates shore crashed the ship the isle of skye and the
youngest of its crew members 14 year old john spencer survived the wreck but would he escape
the wreckers this is his harrowing tale
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today on the keys between key west and the mainland some forty thousand residents and thousands
of visitors fish swim sail and dive int he crystal clear waters off a tropical reef relax in
the sun adn cooling trade wind breezes and sleep in the air conditioned comfort of their homes
and hotel rooms on these same islands as short a time as eighty years ago fewer than three
hundred inhabitants tried to eke out a living without benefit of electricity running water
radios or telephones the stories of these hard pioneers and their predecessors as far back as
the native americans who lived on the keys at least one thousand years ago are told many for
the first time in this book

a history of the drama and danger of wrecking since the eighteenth century and the often grisly
ingenuity of british wreckers scavengers of the sea a fine wreck has always represented sport
pleasure treasure and in many cases the difference between living well and just getting by in
settings ranging from the goodwin sands to the wreck strewn waters off the coast of durham
these murky tales of resourcefulness and quick witted opportunism open a vista of life at the
rough edges
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